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I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on: 



January 23, 2004 



Date of Deposit 




27,551 



PTO Reg. No. 
January 23, 2004 



Date of Signature 



Commissioner for Patents 
Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Applicants respectfully request that the document which is listed on the attached 
Form PTO- 1449 be made of record in the above-identified patent application. A copy of this 
reference is enclosed. Unless otherwise indicated, a full text copy of each document is attached. 
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An English translation or an equivalent English language patent or publication is not presently 
available. This document was cited by the Examiner's during prosecution of the corresponding 
Japanese application. 

This Statement is being filed under § 1.97(b) within three months of the filing date 
of the application, or before the first Office Action. Applicants believe no fee is required. 
However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional fee to 
Deposit Account No. 02-4377. 



Respectfully submitted, 




syB. Geist 
Patent Office Reg. No. 27,551 

Attorneys for Applicants 
(212) 408-2562 
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